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Homes 
demolition 
planned 


132 units to come down, 
120 families to be relocated 
under mayor's proposal 


By LUKE BROADWATER 
AND TALIA RICHMAN 
The Baltimore Sun 


Baltimore officials plan to relocate more 
than 120 families from West Baltimore’s 
troubled Gilmor Homes public housing 
project and demolish six buildings. 

Mayor Catherine Pugh said Wednesday 
that the move is necessary to cut down on 
crime. The buildings in question are a 
hotbed for criminal activity, the mayor said. 

The roughly 132 units proposed for 
demolition house more than 120 families, 
Pugh said. She said they would be moved to 
better housing. 

“That’s a really high-crime area right 
there,” the mayor said. “The line of sight is 
terrible. The residents have complained 
about the violence. ... Gilmor Homes was 
one of the places on our listening tour. 
People complained about not feeling safe.” 

The six buildings are located on Spray 
Court, Vincent Court and Bruce Court. 
Baltimore Housing spokeswoman Tania 
Baker said that they “present particular 
challenges due to the physical conditions 
and safety concern.” 

She said the proposal must still gain 
approval from the Housing Authority’s 
Board of Commissioners and the US. 
Department of Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment. 

“We anticipate that planning and design 
will occur over the next 18 months,” she 
said. 

State Del. Antonio Hayes, who was 
briefed on the plans, said city officials 
seemed most concerned about drug dealing 
See GILMOR, page 8 


JIMMY KATZ 
Sean Jones, announced Tuesday as the 
chairman of Peabody’s jazz department, 
replaces Gary Thomas, a Baltimore native. 


Troubled jazz 
department 
gets new head 


Predecessor at Peabody 
alleged bias, was forced out 


By Mary CAROLE McCAULEY 
The Baltimore Sun 


Trumpeter Sean Jones will arrive as the 
jazz chairman at the Peabody Institute this 
fall with a long, sterling resume: brass 
department chair at the Berklee College of 
Music, artistic director of Carnegie Hall’s 
NYO Jazz, board member of the Jazz 
Education Network, former lead trumpeter 
with the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra, 
eight albums, and performances with the 
likes of Nancy Wilson, Jimmy Heath and 
Herbie Hancock. 

His hiring — announced Tuesday after- 
noon — comes not a moment too soon for 
the jazz department of one of America’s 
oldest and most prestigious musical conser- 
vatories, which has been riven by jarring — 
some would say calamitous — changes. 

The former chairman, Gary Thomas, also 
is an international jazz superstar who 
possesses a resume that few other living 
jazz players can rival. What’s more, unlike 
Jones, Thomas is a native Baltimorean — a 
plus for an institution like the Johns 
Hopkins University, which prides itself on 
investing in local talent. 

See PEABODY, page Il 
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From left, Dels. Curtis Anderson, Frank Conaway Jr. and Brooke Lierman, all of Baltimore, and other members of the House of Dele- 
gates stand for the Pledge of Allegiance on the first day of the 2018 legislative session at the State House in Annapolis. 


Assembly is asked 


to ignore politics 


As session opens, legislators, governor call for bipartisan cooperation 


By ERIN Cox AND MICHAEL DRESSER 
The Baltimore Sun 


Lawmakers opened the 2018 General 
Assembly session Wednesday asking each 
other to set aside politics as they tackle 
several weighty issues during an election 
year. 

“This is going to be a rockin’, rollin’ 
session,” Speaker Pro Tem Adrienne A. 
Jones warned the House of Delegates. “So 
stay tuned, and get plenty of rest.” 

The annual 90-day marathon of law- 
making began with talk of revamping the 
tax code in the wake of the new federal tax 
law, banning offshore drilling for oil, 
finding more money to pay for beds to 
treat opioid addiction, stemming violent 
crime in Baltimore and strengthening 
policies against sexual harassment in the 
General Assembly itself. 


Inside 


Legislators warned to stay away from 
lobbyists for bail-bond industry 
NEWS PG 2 


It also began with a plea to minimize the 
election-year politicking expected to per- 
meate debate. 

“We have plenty of time for campaign- 
ing,” said Republican Gov. Hogan, who is 
running for re-election in a state domi- 
nated by Democrats. “Let’s spend the next 
90 days talking to each other.” 

John T. Willis, a professor at the 
University of Baltimore’s School of Public 
and International Affairs, was skeptical. 

“I don’t know how politics gets di- 
vorced from what goes through the 


Maryland General Assembly in an election 
year,” he said. 

But any bipartisan sentiment Wednes- 
day seemed certain to be tested today, 
when the House is expected to override 
Hogan’s veto of a sick leave bill. The 
legislation would require employers with 
more than 15 workers to provide paid sick 
leave. Hogan has worked to defend his 
veto, but the chamber’s Democratic lead- 
ers say they are confident they have the 
votes to send the bill to the Senate. 

House Speaker Michael E. Busch pre- 
dicted a “difficult” session, and told 
delegates that with all the “turmoil” in 
national politics, Maryland’s lawmakers 
must find ways “to solve problems, not 
create them.” 

Ahead lie thorny debates about re- 
vamping the state’s tax code, stripping 
See ASSEMBLY, page 8 


SUMMARY OF THE NEWS 


MARYLAND 


WATER RESTORED: Water was restored 
Wednesday to the Charles H. Hickey School 
juvenile detention center after a four-day 
outage, allowing the boys to take their first 
showers in days. But questions remained 
about how officials had handled the problem. 
NEWS PG 2 
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California PE in the mud 


A resident attempts to cross a road damaged by a mudslide in Montecito, Calif. 
Seventeen people have died in the state and hundreds are still stranded after heavy 
rains caused massive mudslides early Tuesday. ARTICLE, NEWS PG 9 
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Plumbing and 
heating woes 

keep one city 
school closed 


By COLIN CAMPBELL 
AND TALIA RICHMAN 
The Baltimore Sun 


Brianna Mason has had exactly one day 
of school so far in 2018. 

Calverton Elementary/Middle School 
reopened Jan. 2 after the winter holiday 
break — and has been closed ever since. 
District officials say the West Baltimore 
school, one of many in the city to suffer 
heating or water problems, will remain 
closed through the end of the week. 

Brianna’s father says the family has had 
to adjust schedules to provide child care 
while the 1-year-old loses valuable class- 
room time. 

“The only thing my kid’s learning how to 
do,” Oliver Linthicum said Wednesday, “is 
play video games.” 

Crews have been working around the 
clock to restore heat at Calverton, which 
enrolls about 650 students. The school has 
required some of the most extensive repairs 
of any of the roughly 85 city schools that 
suffered burst pipes or heating problems 
during the extended frigid spell. 

Calverton — large, old and difficult to 
heat — has been slated for replacement. 
Edie House-Foster, a district spokeswoman, 
See CALVERTON, page 11 
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